of? AV ASE 
a 4 ee ee ee ee | Wor CONIC ihe cay 
’ . ‘ . ’ . . ’ e : . as oe i) A OG bea 
‘ ® ‘ A ‘ ae ‘ . . 
j : . Webteg ay edit org late +e ki Paes Se 
; 4 ' Mig tae seen i hr 
‘ ' le 
yoo. rae Sew e” $ WR tee koe hie 
' ‘i iy whens Cw >, & 
mn Ye He : 
. * e+ So ep a@e ' : a*6.¢ pow 
ele id i a Ae es 4's \ ‘ ye re? as = ths Ceo eae 
: wy ni * ane } 4 
‘ ya eyes bevcen ASS ra a ' re wre ta hia Biwi 
, Liga = be ge e ar en YI 
i ig tt on tetera ‘ et 
A ‘ , ‘+ ‘ « ‘ 
‘ "enggeta ya yy : as wl AY 
' 7 eapase ‘ ' A is | 
. . v's ae eee ne Nae ar elite bikers Tt 
. 1 ‘ \ . ’ : eoae bal pes ane Sra ary 
- 5" ’ 03 Pe Get ese =" 4 i's bet ‘ ‘ Ab Paa 
: \ bias . \ 4 seri A : A 
: ° Oyen ee ce wep es) needy 
‘ 1 : h al , oe t y= 4 ‘'t , el. 
; uy ro brah. shy he ee ke 
: j : 7 . * 2 
1 i* t : 1 ; 
1 t i1heo “7% ty “xo. fA ’ 
: gost ye a 1 fh é 
7 i 1 ths 
1 ; : : : 
1 é 4 nies I Dy ; Ne ryt Oe 
. + ae ' ‘ % ‘'e \ 
: . \ aS » . ‘ n 
y , i A : ‘ a rn fees 
Toot ) “* fal ¢ " 7 ‘ i sk 
| 7 "slp gieed ‘ * 
i . ‘ 1 »'b ’ ; 3 aS ae { 
nyt / ,, : ALUN ) 
: {heey wy 7 " 
’ ei fT May ' n ‘ \ ‘ f . vg te Me ae eat Ly A ‘ r 
’ ‘ ¥ * ' bo whoa ie gee | ‘ =) , Ws ‘Ue? at 
' ‘ 17 ‘ a . ‘ cA ¥% * tae vate 
14 sa ‘ te 4 as ‘ i@ 9 ibe . a 
’ ‘ vat pos : be ey a NET wy it) “oly 4.4 A RAEN Nauk 
i 7 . , j ? Lay a} i ee }, mat 
; 5 a - . iy Vim 2.8 m4 4 ay Sv Dee 
: : : ‘ \ Vy d poe ri yp AUER SEF raat, o 
. ‘ Le ‘ ry \ 4 ri r , ' - / si 4 a om 
- - ie ae ae OO My rs 
(slead ’ fy . aie a 7 4 G stew) 
a ™ & ‘ 1, was are y ar eit 
: . ‘ ‘ +. UN ‘ sgh a WA ‘ UL oy +4 
My ‘ i s+ ‘ . 
; ree UAE ON KRM, ORS Co MNS, oft 
‘ rota , ray ee per ge eit, & Psy ae a ; 
. : ‘ 1 wera rh 
yey 5) ibn OH Yo 1 Moy ‘Viral ‘Wow 
: : 7 ‘ : ha? ite imuslie 
i! ‘ey | } oe ae Fei 
’ ‘ ‘ ‘ t Pe. i ¥ lid 
Past Tir ¢ y . 
i ' i 1 ab Athos beste ise Fane a 
} ; , : ‘ ‘ 
' : mS ' ay ase ,4 Rr ‘ey bouel et” 
; ' pea ai ’ f - 
s ot ; 
a : ’ “ 1 7 
: : 4 P . 
J , . r - 
‘ ’ 4e ; e 
; 7 i ; + 
. iv - 
F ; : 
’ rae ° ‘ 4? .} 
¢ =, ' ’ 4 . ‘? *. 
7 u) ‘ o,%, 
i ,' ft 
».9 i 
« : . 
~ 
- - - » . ite ' Mo 
: t soe : a, 
7 f ‘ A: ' ad 3 
id . a4) My 
‘ r - ' 
; , a 7 > 1 j 
s ts i { i Kw é 
: i P e,. F 
‘ ‘ . R ' ’ 
5 vl ig 
ohn i y 
M 5 qa ' a t 
‘ 
, Le ; : 
j er bey 
‘ + ' ' ' 1 
{ ' pg ‘ : 
: TEM AN Gas ey ; *, A OP a 
‘ : ® As af ' a Woes era ity 4) 
. ‘ aie, ’ 5 sir fe. f 
’ } ‘ Ul 4° 
‘ i | : 
ef : ; ; A we edict 
: : a“ eed 1 td rei 
le ‘ i Ar eae talon be 
{ HY it ' i4 ei a e . eae af" 
’ i ‘ t ie , 
: : on 4 ’ ve ‘ 4 a 
if ' . - 
ya : 7 ee 
: i ‘ ‘ + gyre 
' is pany a) 
‘ : 5 " Fe A wet 
- ‘ vy ay * ‘, 4 
: . . . i 4 ot ' \ 
4 : . ‘ } . i 4 7 
J ee 
,: (oder asy 1 : 
[ied ‘ 
i ~ P 1) 9 
1 9 ’ I : . i ? 7 
‘ i $ 4 ‘ ’ . 


views 


? 
. 


Delsigseige: 


: a “> 3 
“ieg ied 


Bynes 
« 


. 


4 ty ‘ 
, ity twa’ 
- ' bored ¥ 
pina ded, 
* ' yore ‘ ] 
ne i a ¢ ’ 
od 7 : playa ee ! 
' iy ' - , A 1? 
“? t ‘ 
- ’ ' LP . 
ct 7 : : 
& . i : A ; sit Sey 7 
‘ , ! 
ey > ] Lig id 
hs , ‘ ' an ie | 
ar ‘ . y wig 
4 ' ‘ ‘ ‘ j 
‘ . ; oy Pen yest us 
“a * 7 : aon t 7 il pee faleeg 
t Fy <u! 
ae i i fu ih LF eons 
ve \ a ; ‘ r'' vi . 
. : - 
ee an a 
t ims ( a “pf 
be ms I : ' hie 4 we a 
‘ss : oP AE sw ins 
Lr i 1 obey Ue i ae) 
“+6 a 
aN Bah A meh Rose 
be ‘ hley bp atte “ah Witty 
sf ' 4 rates 
v€ i ) a h hs rath 
eres 
vars cas ‘ . aa A : 
= . Caer nr ee IN 
an ‘ , A" teks 
: ; byw i tia 4 4 
cs Biely o- : ’ ' be *iyeite ve i 
: ; 
ae 7 ‘ . t pet } ’ A ' ee A, ; 
ve i 5 tia 5 ya , ~ ri 
we iu H i ' tage ty ave fe 4 ** eee ‘ oP ake Fat tte 
’ i : 1 ta ae ee . ria Pte ee, 1S ue RU NRA Ry AR 
iN : : vats aay ye ae ‘ ee "tt Te raat Matty Vols), 
Hy t ' iy ’ . A 
. : ie "a te at 7 ae yn'ey ae ft ae 
‘: - rs 7 ve * ‘ threes 
a ‘ ) ‘ ae . vt 1 ni 4 | rf 
‘ - a ee 
. » 7 ‘ ay | 
7 ‘ , ot a a in| a) 
’ i hs woe ia y beg 
my ~ 5 oF eon Wibod 
oan : ‘ ‘ au tet ‘ 
. _ ; 
j ae ' , 1° . 
a = : . ‘ yt, p96 . Tee , wae yee, Ate 
. 


: : , owlnee Fares tee ere be 


R314r 
1791065 


REYNOLDS HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY COLLECTION 


M. G. 


ALLEN COUNTY PUB 


LIC LIBRARY 


ONT 


3 1833 01 


23 1 


: 
7 


8 


a 
a 
¥ 


. a 


a) 


7 


rh eet. 


Genealogy of the Ancestors 
of 
Edward David Retherford 
and his Wife 
oe . 
Florence Morris Retherford — 
and 


Kineman 


1935 


ane 

Tae, 

ie 
a 
.? | 

: ; 
J 


a 


otien" raat atemrd em 


sTotseonA and to, yao 


‘ ' od 
brottedteh bivest OrawSE = 
‘ + ee y. 
" 4 
STiw atd bas | 
sa r f ," 


, - 
a ae ‘Tort tT a! 
RProttadtaz 

ae 


Ce rng I Ne mn ee eee ” 


‘ 


{ 
oS 


asnasnatA 


Sach a 


ole RRS 
Lin Of 4g 
ey 


. 
Te 


to 


sinvcraMm sonetelt 


Re | I ent 


pas 


r- a 
A : 7 bof 
pai re nh whe 


(rec dh (0 ~al~ pie 


191055 


Genealogy of the ancestors of Edward David Rether- 
ford and his wife Florezce Morris Retherford and kinsman. 


This has been written from what I have been able to find 
in the various archives of the States in which our ancestors 
lived, and others of our kinsman who were interested in their 
Genealogy. Many of them lived to an advanced age, and have 
told me many things in regard to their forebearers. 


I dedicate this to my children and grandchildren and all 
who come after me in my line. 


EDWARD D. RETHERFORD, 
Carthage, Indiana 
January 15, 1935. 
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GENEALOGY 


“The word genealogy is from a Greek word, signifies a list 
of ancestors set down, both in their direct and collateral or- 
der; ‘tracing a family.” 

We read of no nation which was more careful to frame and 
preserve its genealogical tables than Israel. Their sacred writ- 
ings, contain genealogies which extend through a period of 
more than 3,500 years, from the creation of Adam to the 
captivity of Judah. We find from the books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah, that the same care in this matter was observed af- 
ter the captivity, for in Ezra, second chapter, 62nd verse, it 
is expressly stated that some who had come up from Babylon, 
sought their register among those that were reckoned by gen- 
ealogy but were not found; therefore were they as poluted, 
removed from tne Priesthood. 

The division of the whole Hebrew nation into tribes, and 
the allotment to each tribe of a specified portion of the land 
of Canaan as an inalienable possession, rendered it indispen- 
sable, that they should keep their genealogical tables. God 
had however a still higher object than that of giving stability 
to property in Israel, in leading successive generations of this 
people thus to keep an accurate list of their ancestry. That 
they should do this was especially required from the moment 
that the voice of the prophecy declared that the promised Mes- 
siah should be of the seed of Abraham, of the posterity of 
Isaac, of the sons of Jacob, of the tribe of Judah, and the 
family of David. Since the period of their destruction as a 
nation by the Romans, all their tables of descent seem to be 
lost, and now they are utterly unable to trace the pederee 
of any ore Israelite who might lay claim to be their promised 
Messiah. Hence, Christ'ans assert with a force that no reas- 
onable and candid Jcow can deny that “Shiloh must have 
come.” 
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recording their names and deeds in written words that their 
decendants, not for our glory but as a sacred treasure in our 


““We honor our loved ones who have left us with monu- 
ments of imperishable marble. We honor our ancestors by 
hearts.”*— Original. 
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CHAPTER I 


Alexander Retherford (my great-grandfather) came from 
Virginia to Tennessee, and later to Kentucky. His children’s 
names were: 


Sally—2. David—3. John—4. William—5. Levi. 


Sally was b. in 1800;m. 1836; d. 1893-4. She came from 
Bourbon County, Kentucky, to Decatur County, Indiana in 
1836, with her brother David and family; m. shortly after to 
McCoy. One son was born to this union, Angus Mc- 
Coy. He also married and had one son, Charlie. The fore- 
going all lived on the same farm four miles northwest of 
Greensburg. Charlie is married and still living at this date, 
August 28, 1933. 


John and William went to Missouri. William had two 
daughters. Levi married and reared a family in Shelby County, 
Kentucky. 


David Retherford married Elizabeth L. Hall, daughter of 
Robert Hall, who taught school in England. With two of his 
brothers and sister Sally they came to Kentucky. Sally never 
married; wes Henry Clay’s house keeper. When my erand- 
mother married, Henry Clay gave her a set of Silver tea- 
spoons. 

My grandmother Retherford had two cousins who lived in 
Lexinetor, Kentucky—Polly Hamilton and ——----Hutsell. 

Robert Hall had two daughters, Mary (Polly) married Wm. 
Dill (second wife) of Rush County. Elizabeth married David 
Retherford, of Bourbon County, Kentucky. 

David and Elizabeth Retherford came from Bourbon Coun- 
tv, Kentucky,to Indiana in 1836, stopping first in Decatur 
County, removed the following year to Rush County, on 
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a farm northeast of Rushville owned by Brook Talbott, an old 
neighbor in Bourbon County, Kentucky. This farm is now 
owned by Alvin Moore of Rushville. He afterwards bought 
a farm of eighty acres of John McMillen (my wife’s grand- 
father) one mile north of Rushville, now owned by the heirs 
of Gilbert Boys and Wood Bishop. He paid, $900.00 for this 
farm. He bought forty acres on the east of the eighty he 
first bought and built a house on it in 1856. They went to 
the woods on the farm and cut the timber. It took almost a 
year to build it. Drury Fleener, was the contractor. The 
house with some additiors ‘jis still standing in a good state of 
preservation. My grandfather died about a year after, two 
weeks before I was born. 


When David and Elizabeth emigrated from Bourbon County, 
Kentucky to Indiana, they brought their household goods, 
and implements in two covered wagons and drove their stock. 
They crossed the Ohio river on a flat boat. My grandmother 
rode on a horse and carried my father, then a little over a 
year old. They brought with them my grandfather’s sister, 
Sally, also my grardmother’s father, Robert Hall and his sis- 
ter, Polly, who married William Dill. 


David Retherford, my grandfather, was born in 1803. The 
following record was taken from the family Bible of David 
and Elizabeth Hall Retherford (now in my possession. ) 


David Retherford was b. June 9, 1803; m. January 9, 1834; 
d. December 21, 1858. 


Elizabeth Longdoa Hall was b. July 23, 1811: m. David 
Retherford, January 9, 1834; d. February 2, 1896. 


The following were their children:— 

1. Levi R. Retherford was b. January 26, 1835; m. Nancy 
E. Minor, October 19, 1856; d. March 8, 1924. 

2. William A. Retherford was b. January 19, 1837; m. 
Katherine Minor December 8, 1859; d. 1908. 

3. Mary Katherine Retherford was b. April 6, 1838: m. Oli- 
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ver S. Morris, December 28, 1859; d. September 6, 1895. 

4. Ann Elizabeth Retherford was b. October 22, 1840; m. 
Charles Wood; d. 1929. 

5. Sarah F. Retherford was b. March 24, 1843; d. April 
5, 1843. 

6. Margaret E. Retherford was b. June 21, 1844; d. August 
16, 1853. ¥ 

7. John D. Retherford was b. April 10, 1847; m. Alice Mc- 
Quality 1876. Children—-David and Mabel; d. November 16, 
1918. 

8. Matilda F. Retherford was b. April 22, 1849; m. Leonard 
Widener. Children David, Rena, Deo, Maggie and Albert. 

9. George A. Retherford was b. April 28, 1852; m. Marthy 
Juniz Raleigh; d. May 39, 1901. 


Children of Levi and Narcy HE. Minor:—_ 


1. Laura Bell was b. October 19, 1857; m. first to Wm. 
Keisling, September 7, 1831; second time to Ell Jones, June 
7, 1917. 

2. nd. PD. Rethe:ferd was b. January 6, 1959; m. Florence 
An Morris, September 19, 1883. 

3. Robison Retherford was b. August 4, 18651; m. Deliah 
Kelly. November 25, 1884; d. February 4, 1911. 

4. Hettie Lee was b. March 15, 1854; m. Emery Suttoz, Oc- 
toher 1, 1884; d. July 6, 1887. 

5. Jesse Retherford was b. May 15, 1870;; m. Mary Dil!, De- 
cember 23, 1914. 

6. Ferdinard P. Retherford was b. April 9, 1875; m. Stella 
Reeves, January 4, 1914. 

7. Nelle G. Retherford was b. February 27, 1879; m. Ray 
Brown, June 13, 1918. 


Children of Ed. and Florence Retherfcrd. — 


1. Carl Almeron was b. January 11, 1885; m. Ethel Gil- 
son, July 15, 1998; d. November 17, 1929, Center Tcwnship, 
Rush County. 

2. Byron Whittier was b. March 28, 1887; m. Ruby Mce- 
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3. Hallie May was b. May 1, 1889; m. George Hopper, Feb- 
ruary 19, 1911. 

4. Miriam Browning was b. October 30, 1893; m. Merle Col- 
vin, January 11, 1921. 

5. Lee Morris was b. January 5, 1897; m. Mary Cohee, Oc- 
tober 1, 1927. 

6. Marjorie Elizabeth was b. December 28, 1898; m. Dwight 
Coffin, May 10, 1924. 


9 ° 
Daniel, June 29, 1911. 


Children of Carl and Ethel Retherford :— 
1. Glen was b. April 16, 1909; m. Gertrude Carr, Novembe1 
1, 1931. One child—Ann Maree was b. July 16, 1932. 
2 


2. Lois was b. September 24, 1911; m. Dale Simmons. 
3. Margaret was b. April 1, 1920. Died same date. 
4. Warder Eugene was b. May 18, 1925. 


Children of Byron Whittier and Ruby Retherford:— 


1. Curtis was b. March 20, 1912. 

2. Dalton ‘was b. December 31 1914; d.— 
3. Kenneth was b. January 11, 1916. 

4. Dale Edward was b. May 4, 1920. 


Children of Hallie and George Hopper :— 


1. Jean was b. November 22, 1911. 
2. Jure was b. June 19, 1914. 
3. Marjorie was b. April 25, 1927. 


Children of Lee and Mary Retherford:— 
1. John Warren was b. December 3, 1928. 


2. Norma Jean was b. January 9, 1930. 
3. Lee Junior was b. July 4, 1931. 


Children of Marjorie and Dwight Coffin :— 
1. Joann was b. October 16, 1925- > 
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10 
Children of Robinson and Delilah Retherford:— 


Elma Howard, and Elbert Harold (twins) were b. Novem- 
ber 22, 1885. Elbert, d. September 12, 1899. Elma, m. 
Charles Green, February 2, 1926.—Two children:— 

1. Frank Harold Green, practicing Physican in Rush- 
ville. ~ 
2. Justine Green, Graduate of Indiana University. 


2. Hetty Lee was b. August! 24, 1889; m. Edwin Garten, 
October 17, 1928. 
3. Achsah Irene was b. August 29, 1898; m. Harry Keck, 
July 10, 1922. 
4. Mildred Jean was b. November 16, 1905; m. Donald G. 
Rulhman,February 2, 1926.—Two children:— 
1. Wm. Richard was b. June 14, 1929. 
2. James Lynn was b. September 29, 1931. 


Children of Wm. Retherford, and Katherine Minor Rether- 
ford :— 
1. Minor—2. Margaret—3. Many—4. Julia—5. Otto— 
6. Elizabeth—7. Hetty—8. Daisy— 
9. Nora—10. Liba—11. Thomas 


Children of Wm. Retherford, and Katherire Miror Rether- 
1. William—2. Laura—3. Alizte—4. Charlie—5. Oliver 


Children of Ann Elizabeth and Charles Wood:— 
1. Lola—2. Ida-—3. Sister-—4. Alm--—-5. Edward—6. Frank 


Children of John D. and Alice McQuality Retherford:— 
1. Albert—2. Maud-—3. Mabel—4. David Edward 


Children of Matilda Retherford and Leorard Widener :— 
3. Deo—4. Geneva— 
5. Margaret-—-6. Albert. 


Children of George and Martha Innis Raleigh Retherford.— 
One daughter:— 1. Georgie. 
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A William Retherford was born in Virginia,1748; died 1833, 
in Knox County, Tennessee. Sons—Joseph and Elliot. Some 
of these were probably the father of Alexander Retherford. 
The Retherford family are entitled to a “Coat of Arms.” The 
Retherford family originally came from England. 


~ 


CHAPTER II 


The following is taken from the writings of Gideon Minor, 
Junior, of Edgar, Illinois. ‘He was the son of Colonel Gideon 
Minor, Senior and Nancy Dill Minor and grandson of Oliver 
Minor of Virginia, who was a Revolutionary soldier, and was 
killed at the Battle of Cowpens, South Carolina. He says :-— 
My father Gideon was. born, February 4, 1776, in Princec Ed- 
ward or Charlotte Courty, Virginia. He had two brothers, 
Spencer and Bartlet Minor. When the Revolutionary War 
commenced, Cliver Minor, my. grandfather, volunteered in be- 
holf of American Independence, and joined General Morgan’s 
Divisica, of the American Army, and was killed at the battle 
of Cowpens, South Carolina. My grandfather Minor was re- 
Inted to the Mosely: family of Virginia. 

After the close of the Revolutionary War, my father, Gi- 
deon, Senior worked on the farm and went to school until 
he was sixteen years old. Then he learned the blacksmith 
trade, served two years in the Black Hawk War, then con- 
cluded he would go to Kentucky. He, in company with Eph- 
riam Minor and Edward Robinson traveled from Virginia on 
foot to Keatucky, camping along the road with movers. My 
father having an uncle by the name of Wim, living in Flem- 
mig, County Keatucky, worked for him on the farm for two 
or three years. Wim sold his farm in Flemming County, and 
moved to Pickaway County, Ohio, having bought land in that 
County. My father remained in I<entucky, but went to Wash- 
isgton County. There he got mirried to Naacy Dill, dauczh- 
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ter of Solomon Dill; rented a farm from old man Downing; 
farmed two years. Then having received some money from 
his father’s (Oliver) estate, he moved to Flemming County, 
Kentucky, having bought land in that County. Being afraid 
of his title, he sold his land and moved back to Mason Coun- 
ty, Kentucky, and bought land near Washington. Becoming 
fearful of his title again he sold his farm and in 1806 moved 
to- Ohio, (Clermont County, near Pickaway.) crossed the 
Ohio River on the ice, two days after “Cold Friday.” He 
moved to land he purchased from Buck and Brarder of Vir- 
ginia. After living there from 1806 to 1812 in comnarative 
peace and friendship with the Indiars, the war of 1812 brclze 
out. My father, (Gideon Minor) with others, were called to 
the front to protect the frontier settlements, with all the able- 
bodied men. Theg gathered up their krapsacks avd rifles and 
marched to Fort Washington, now Cincinnati, it. beir> the 
place of rendezvous. After being drilled and mustered into 
service, Gideon Minor was elected Colonel of one of the Regi- 
ments and commissioned by Governor Meigs of Ohio. They 
left Fort Washington for the Northern Frontier to join the 
main army under General William HIenry Harrison. He be- 
ing the Commander in Chief. Gideon Minor was at the Pattle 
of the River Raison, and the Thames in Canada. After the 
Battle of the Phimb’s had gained a victory over the British 
and Indians, Gereral Harrison recrozsed the lake and as the 
volunteers had served out their time of strvice. thev with 
the volunteers from Kentucky were sert home, not by s‘cam- 
boats nor railroad cars, but they came oa foot throuch tke 
wilderness of Ohio. Those were times that tricd men’s souls 
and patriotism. Gideon Minor was well aquainted with Gen- 
eral Harrison and always voted for him to go to Coneress; 
voted for him twice for President of the United States, ard al- 
ways said, “Harrison was a brave mar. Colo-zel Mizor was 
well aquainted with Colonel Richard Johrson of Kentucky 
and many other officers of that period. 


Gideon Minor, after returning from the British az.d Indian 
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war of the north and northeast, served four or five years as 
Colonel of the Fourth Regiment of Clermont County, Ohio, 
then resigned. He was elected to the Legislature several 
times. He was a practical suveyor, and surveyed lands for 
old General Taylor of Newport, Kentucky; in Clermont and 
Tsrown County, Ohio; likewise the Madison heirs of Virginia, 
and many others. 


- In 1830 he sold his farm in Ohio and moved to Illinois. The 
Minor family that first settled in Virginia were French, hav- 
ing left France on account of oppression in that-country.”’ 


The Minor farnily has been traced back to one Henry Minor 
who was awarded a “Coat of Arms” by a King of England in 
the year of 1120. 


Gideon Minor, Junior, was the son of Colonel Gideon. The 
boyhood of our subjest was spent in Clermont County, Ohio, 
where he was born, December 20, 1811; was reared on fron- 
tier, receiving limited education in a subscription school. He 
left home at the age of seventeen to engage as general mer- 
chant at a store at Felicity, Ohio. He remained in that place 
until he was a man of thirty-five vears. In 1845 he became 
a resident of Dartown, Buttler County, Chio, still being em- 
ployed as a clerk in a store. The following year he come to 
Illinois bringing with him a stock of goads, locating in Bloom- 
field, Edgar Courty, and followed the merchantile business 
unit] 1873. He then moved his stock’ of goods to Edgar, Ed- 
gar County, Illinois. He was many times made Postmaster 
of Bloomfield and Edgar. Our subject was married to Miss 
Lenora C. Holten in Mason County, Kentucky, September 
9,1839. She was a rative of Vermont, born at Brandon, and 
having received a good education taught school before her 
marriage. She was born Jure 12, 1815. Children born to 
this union were first twins—Thomas and Anna, deceased; 
3—Mary, wife of A. G. Baker, of Vevay, Indiana; 4—Charles 
A., living on a farm at Monticello, Indiara; 5 ; 6— 
Robert; 7—Judith; 8—Johz; ard 9—Nannie C., wife of Joha 
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F. Stevens of Paris, Edgar County, Illinois, born August 24, 
1855. Nannie, his wife was born March 14, 1859. Their Chil- 
dren:—Bertha S. Bernheisel, born December 21, 1882-4; 
Thomas E.Stevenson, born April 5, 1885; John A. Stomeeenn, 
born November 23, 1889. 

It is likely you would care to know who your grandmother, 
Nancy Minor was, who her ancestors were. She was the 
daughter of Solomon Dill who was a Rev., soldier and a citi- 
zen of Delaware. 

When the Colonies declared their independence of Great 
Britian, Solomon Dill was living in Delaware. He joined what 
the British called “The Rebels,” served all the seven years 
war and was present at the surrender of Cornwallis at York- 
town, Virginia. He served as First Lieutenant and Captain 
of a company during the seven years war. After peace was 
declared, he returned home to Delaware, saw the disasters of 
the war had made, sold his farm and moved to Kentucky, and 
settled in Washington, Mason County, Kentucky. He forted 
there with Simon Kenton Boone and others; lived there when 
the Indians defeated McGary Boone and others at the Lower 
Blulicks in Kentucky. Solomon Dill was an Irishman by birth; 
his ancestors coming from Ireland. 


The following is taken from the family Bible of Colonel Gid- 
eon Minor:—Gideon Minor, Senior, was born February 4 
1776, in Virginia; died October 26, 1841, in Ru=zhville, I>diana. 


’ 


' at the home of his daughter, Myrtilla Barber; buried in East 


Hill cemetery near there. 

Nancy Dill Miror, born June 9, 1777; died December 30, 
1864, Svringfield, Illinois. Their children were:— 

1. Oliver Minor was b. October 15, 1798; d. December 5, 
1834. 

2. Wade H. was b. June 28, 1800; m. February 14, 1822; d. 
November 28, 1826. 

3. Elizabeth H. was b. March 1802: m. a Reeves, November 
17, 1818. 

4. Myrtilla was b. October 5, 1893; m. John W. Barber, 
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February 15, 1821; d. March 9, 1879. 

5. Judith F. was b. August 11, 1805. 

6. Edward D. Minor was b. September 21, 1807; m. Hettie 
Morris, March 19, 1830; d. 1865. His wife d. May 22, 1847, 
in Edgar County, Illinois, and is buried two miles south of 
Paris. Edward died near Chrisman, Edgar County, Illinois.. 

7. Thomes H. was b. November 22, 18C09; m. 1836; d. De- 
cember 9, 1848. 

8. Gideon, Jr. was b. Mecember 20, 1811; m. Lenora G. Hol- 
ten, in Mason County, Kentucky, September 9, 1839; d. No- 
vember 18, 1895. 

9. Nancy, Jr. was b. April 20, 1815. 

10. John D. was b. August 17, 1819. 


Edward D. Minor’s children were:— 


_ 1. Margaret was b. 1833; m. James Thomas, about 1852; 
d. about 1872. 


Children of James and Margaret Hellen:— 


1. Ed—2. Lenor—3. Francis—4. Emma. 
2. Mary was b. 1835; m. John Gilliam.—Children:— 
1. John—2. William—and 
3. Thomas was b. 1835; m. Serena Coffin. Their children 
were :— 
1. Fanny, m. Henry Morrow.—Children—Earnest and 
Arthur. 
2. Alice m. James McCann.—Children, 1. Ines—2. Grace 
3. Hazel. 
3. Willard was b. Sentember 3, 1359° never morvie. 
4. America m. Lucien Sample.—Children—1l. Venilla— 
2. Harry—3. Clarence. 
5-6. Zackariah and Grant, d. in irfancy. 
7. Edd, m. Mary Hill.—Childrez—1. Mlova€d—2 Florerer. 
8. Noble m. Anna _ Sattler.—Children—1. G‘Jbort—2. 
Ruth—38. Helen. 
9. Mary, m. Frank Reddick. 
Margaret Vandyn2.—Two childre2, 


Childre>,—1. Russell m. 
1. Maxine—2. Kucoce. 
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10. Harvey, m. Kate Glass, daughter of John Glass, of 
Arlington, Indiana. —Children—1. Major—2. Virgil—3. Es- 
ter—4. Harold. 

11. John, m. Nora Newsom.—One child,Mabel,— m. Ray- 
mond Manche. 

12. Elmina, m. Charles Parish.—Children—1. Louise— 
2. Fred. 

13. Oma, m. Gola Bowman.—No children. 


All of these children were born in Hancock County seven 
miles south west of Greenfield, Indiana. 


Nancy E. Minor was b. June 22, 1839; m. Levi) Retherford, 
October 19, 1856. (See names of children elsewhere. ) 


Catherine Parilla Minor, m. William Retherford. (See 
names of children elsewhere. ) 


Myrtilla Jane Miror was b. March 6, 1844; m. Elijah J. 
Waddell, December 28, 1865: d. July 10, 1901. Elijah Wad- 
dell was b. September 11, 1834; d. September 29, 1898. Two 
children,—1. Minor L. Waddell was b. at Rushville, Indiana, 
February 6. 1867; m. Catherine Arvery, October 10, 1906. 
2. Naoma Waddell was b. at Rushville, February 19, 1869; m. 
Joseph E. Marott, September 19, 1888. Joseph Marott was b. 
July 29, 1863 at Northhampton, England. Helen Myrtilla. 
Marott, an only child, was b. September 27, 1896; m. Francis 
Herr Sinex, October 20, 1921, who was b. July 17, 1894.—Two 
children,—A son, Francis Marott Sinex was b. January 11, 
1823, A daughter, Myrtilla Jane Sinex was b. September 16, 
1931. Elijah Waddell was a Captain in the Civil War. 


Gideon Minor , son of Edward Minor, was in the Civil War, 
m. at sae ca Mt og Mabel—2. Harry—3. Lester. 


These children of Edward Minor and Hetty Morris Minor 
were all born in Edgar County, Illinois, three miles south of 
Paris. They came to Rush County about 1848 and were all 
raarried there. Their father married again and went to Ce- 
dar County, Missouri; bought 120 acres of land there; and 
came back to Edgar County, Illinois, and died. 
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Mrs. Virgil H. Stone, Lander, Wyoming, serds me the fol- 
lowing in regard to herself and family: 

(She is the daughter of\ James Thomas and Margaret Min- 
or Thomas and granddaughter of Edward D. Minor and Het- 
tie Morris Minor; her maiden name was Lenore (Node)Thom- 
as) She says, “I was married to William Henry Harnesber- 
ger, September 4, 1884, who died March 27, 1915. My oldest 
son, George William, was born, June 19, 1885; my only daugh- 
ter, Jessie Lenore, born February 17, 1887. A son, Harry 
Scott, born December 25, 1889. George married Matilda May 
Wells, June 15, 1910. They have two children:—-1. Mary 
Lerose, born May 3, 1911; 2. Dorothy Jane, born April 17, 
1915. Jessie Lenore married Lawrence R2y Boyer, April 26, 
1911. They have two children—1. Lawrence Ray, Jr., born 
January 17, 1912, 2. Jessie Lenore, born August 27, 1913. My 
daughter of Jessie Leonard, d. June 21, 1928. Herry Scott Har- 
nesberger, m. Rita Jane Coon, December 17, 1913. One son, 
William Rcebert, b. March 1, 1920. Harry m. Eveline McCoy, 
December 17, 1929. They have one son, Harry Scott, Jr., b. 
May 26, 1933. 

“ T was remarried November 5, 1928 to Judge Virgil Hillyer 
Stone. The following are some of her activities and affitia- 
tions :-— 

“ Past Matron of Eastern Star; Past State President of A- 
merican Legion Auxiliary; Member of the Daughters of A- 
merican Rev. of National Society U. S. Daughters of 1812; 
have beer President of Womens Republican Club of Wyom- 
ing for sixteen years and National Committee member for 
twelve years; member of Trinity Episcopal Church; member 
of Rebecca Lodge; was National Historian of American War 
Mothers from 1929 1931—when I was elected National Pres- 
ident, serving until October 1, 1933-—term expired by legal 
limitation; during the war was County Treasurer on all drives 
for Red Cross and relief funds.” 
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CHAPTER III 


DILL LINE 


“The name Dill is Danish. In the year 1000, twelve men, 
Divines (ministers) emigrated from Denmark to England, 
about the time of Cromwell and the Commonwealth> Some of 
them went to Scotland. From there one went to Australia, 
one to China, others remaining in Scotland multiplied and 
not only replenished Scotland, but lived also in Northern 
Ireland. 


Hence Irish Presbyterians. About 1739 to 1735 a large 
emigration to America brought the Dills. Captain Mathew 
Dill b. in 1698 in County Monaghan, Ireland, settled first in. Ches- 
ter County, Pennsylvania. Later he was given a free patent of 
land (504 acres) in Lanchester County, Pennsylvania, for his 
services in French and Indian wars. 


In 1749, York County was separated from Lancaster and 
Mathew Dill was then in Monaghan Township, York County, 
Pennsylvania. 


He died in 1750, age 52 years, and is buried in the old ceme- 
tery at Dillsburg. 


To make Colonial Dames, your ancestors must be a commis- 
sioned officer of Colonial Wars, or a member of Congress, or 
some cther like position. Louise McCallister, a decendant of 
Mary Dill (the daughter of Captain Mathew Dill) who mar- 
ried Colonel Richard McCallister, is a Colonial Dame, from 
Cumberland County, Pennsylvania. 

Captain Mathew Dill married Mary Hamilton a cousin of 
Alexander Hamilton. They brought with them four sons and 
three daughters. The sons were: James, born 1720, Thomas, 
born 1723-4, Mathew, born 1726, John, born 1730. Daughters 
were Mary, born 1728, Sarah, and Nancy. 
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The following is Sarah Dill Robert’s line. Mathew, Senior, 
born 1698. 

Thomas, born 1723-4, and married Price. 

Israel, born 1761, and married Barbara Pflanty. 

Solomon. Dill, born 1806, married Sarah Markle. 

Father—lIsrael, born 1832, married Thirza Cottingham. 

Mother—Sarah, born 1857, married Fred Robberts. 

Son—Frank Roberts, born 1882, married Ada Plew. 

Grandson—Fred Roberts, born 1908. 

This record is from Mrs. Fred Roberts of Monticello, Indi- 
ana. She says, “My three daughters—daughter-in-law and 
one granddaughter are all D. A. R. ‘We are eligible to Col- 
inal Dames under Captain Mathew Dill, who I believe is a 
brother of your ancestor, John Dill of Delaware, whose wife 
is Ann.” 

On census for Delaware, 1800, we find these men:— 


Soas of John and Ann Dill—John W. Dill, Solomon, William 


and Thomas. 


Decended from John and Ann Dill:— 


— Contemporaries 


WALTER DILL LINE’ ED. D. RETHERFORD LINE 


John, b. 
Solomon Dill, b. 1735. 
Abner Dill, b 


John, b. 
Solomon Dill, b. 1735. 
Nanzy Dill Minor, born 1777. 


John H. Dill, born 1799. Edward D. Minor, born Septem- 
Abner Dill, born 1820. ber 21, 1807. 
William Alfred, born 1847. Nancy E. Minor’ Retherford, 


Walter G. Dill, born 1881. born 1839. 
; Ind. D. Retherford, born 1859. 
Miriam Colvin Retherford, born 
1893. 


From John and Ann Dill to Walter Dill, and daughters of 
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Ed. D. Retherford, (Miriam are of the seventh generation, 
same as Frank Dill Roberts, son of Mrs. Fred Roberts, des- 
cendants of Mathew Dill.) 


(For names of Solomon Dill’s children, see copy of his will.) 


Solomon Dill’s wife, was Sarah Baynard. 


In 1730, Thomas Polk had a piece of The Forests of Mur- 
der Hill Hundred surveyed. In 1740, John Dill had the same 
piece of land surveyed. In 1756,John Dill and his wife, Ann, 
of Kent County deeded to Solomon Dill, their son this same 
piece of land. Solomon is also said to be of Kent County, and 
affection, love and good will,etc. were conveyed by deed from 
John and Ann to their son, Solomon. 


This same piece of land was sold by Solomor and his wife 
in 1785. This agrees with what Gideon Minor, Jr. wrote for 
his children, so they would know something about their an- 
cestors. 


His mother was Nancy Dill, daughter of Solomon Dill, born 
June 9, 1777, who married Gideon Minor, Senior, who was 
born February 4, 1776. They were married in Mason Coun- 
ty, Kentucky. Solomon lived there at that time. My grand- 
father, Edward Minor, was a brother of Gideon, Jr. E. D. R. 


The following is from Clara Ella Dill of Selma, Indiana. 
She is a decendant of Gideon Dill and wife, Rebecca, who 
came from Ireland and located in the state of Delaware, re- 
moved fzom there to the state of Ohio, and located in Green 
County, near Zenia, Ohio. 


Children of Gideon Dill and wife, Rebecca:— 


1. James Dill, Clara Ella Dill is a great-great-granddaughter 
of Gideon Dill, a granddaughter of James Dill, and daughter 
of Charles Dill. 

2. Robert Dill. 
3. John Dill. 
4. Solomon Dill. 
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5. William Dill. 

Father of the Dills in Rush Co. 
6. Elizabeth Dill. 

7. Isabelle Dill. 

8. Ann Dill. 

9. Martha Dill. 

10. Mary Dill. 

11. George Dill. 


Mathew Dill, John Dill and Gideon Dill were brothers, born 
in Ireland. 


Children of William Dill,(son of Gideon Dill) and Mary 
Heaton, first wife:— 

1. Elizabeth was b. November 17, 1813. 

2. Harriet was b. 1815, m. John Kiplinger. 

3. Isaac H. was b. 1817, m. Polly Ann Gilson. 

4. David was b. 1819. zs 

5. Henry was b. 1820. 

6. Mary Ann: was b. 1822, m. Matt Pearson. 

7. Sarah was b. 1824, m. Drury Fleener. 

8. William was b. 1824. 

9. Eleazer was b. 1827, m. Elizabeth Beabout. 

10. Rachel was b. 1829, m. James Powel, (Laughing Jim.) 

‘11. David was b. 1831. 

12. Gideon was b. 1833. 

13. Minerva Emiline was b. 1835, m. Lewark. 

14. Jonah was b. 1838. 

15. Matilda was b. 1841, m. Caldwell. 

Second wife, Polly Hall, daughter of Robert Hall:— 

16. Benjamin was b. 1846, m. Mary Frakes. 

17. Solomon was b. 1848, went West. 

18. Theodora was b. 1850. 

19. Alcestis was b. 1852, m. Isaac Bowen. 


These are the chirdren of Eleazer and Elizabeth Beabout 
Dill :-— 
1. William, m. Capitola Guffin. 
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2. Tom, m. Winnie Smith. 

3. James, m. Elsie Murry. 

4. Mary, m. Jesse Retherford. 
‘5. Elza, d. at the age of 12. 


WILL OF SOLOMON DILL 
(Son of John and Ann) 


Probate Court, Clermont County, Ohio. In the Matter of 
the Wil) of Solomon Dill, deceased. Offered Ss probate and 
admitted to probate, August 1820. 

The following is a copy of the Last Will and Testament of 
said deceased. 


WILL 


In the name of God, Amen: I, Solomon Dill, of the county 
of Clermont, and State of Ohio, being weak in body, but of 
perfect mind and memory, revelking all others, do make this 
my last will and Testament. 

First, to my beloved wife, Sarah Dill, I will and bequeath 
all my household and kitchen furniture of every description, 
likewise all my farming utentials, and all the present crop 
that now stands and is growing on our premises, only bind- 
ing my said wife to pay the heirs of Amasa Owens, deceased, 
their leral rights of said property, reserving for my legal 
heirs hereafter named, my horse, saddle and bridle. 

I will and bequeath unto my children, John Dill, Nancy 
Minor, Benjamin Dill, Henry Dill, Abner Dill, Elizabeth Reeves, 
all my property, both real and-personal to be equally di- 
vided between them, after bequeathing unto my son, Benja- 
min Dill, fifty dollars over and above the rest of my within 
named children, when each of my children’s opportionment 
is assertained. The amount that will fall to my son, Henry 
Dill, I wish to lay in the hands of my Executioner for the 
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use and benefit of his children, and to be disposed among 
them as he may think proper. 

I appoint my son-in-law, Gideon Minor, executor of this 
my last Will and Testament. 

(Seal) Solomon Dill 
Signed, Sealed and delivered in the presence of us. 
Attest:—Levi Pigman, Lemuel Stephenson...” 

The State of Ohio, Clermont County, I, CS. i Woodmansee, 
sole Judge and ex-officio Clerk of the Probate Court, within 
and for said County, hereby certify the foregoing to be a 
complete and true copy of the last WILL and Testmant of 
Solomon Dill, deceased, as the same remains on file and rec- 
ord in said Court, as recorded in Record of Wills, Vol. B. 
Page 466 WITNESS my official signature, and the seal of 
said Court at Batavia, Ohio, this 16th day of December A. D. 
1830. 


(Signed) C. H. Woodmansee 
Judge and Ex-Officio Clerk of the 
Probate Court of 
Clermont, County, Ohio. 


. ae Vi) a MTD) fi 


ia a a Ae. » ‘ 
os Pt pee 5 ene 


” wt ‘ 


ve inter 


te elaalth ala 


agboo W Fry 
od} ieee cael: oe als. c Fo 


ea oes. eee 


‘ile Pweg at ' 
¥ ci ae 
. 3 7 dead aid et eae 
igrnhes eereie a) aks geaiAIeE 


say ais en ee ae Baye? 1h 
, wee .: i, ye Fis i 


bis es ren Feta a wae pan Ree 


, rs hem, f é (won 1¢? NP ‘“ % Oo Pa Byes x a Di de f: 
2 * hs > 3 4. é 
ed ie ae ee | it atin a un 
4 ( 4 ny. ey aa p a 
a Meee er | | a 


rie? .y% 


“Real < at . r af 
ety api hag tite F te i, a 
‘nti be so Wi ee 

7 ee gae i Ps Tay vhs 


; on he Pog +h, 


eee we a i nee ae, 


SRPPP LPL LIL OP ELOL LLCO L LL DOL LL OL EL OLLELCLOODDL ODDO? 


eee - — ee er + re ee ee ee 5 ee + 


24 


CHAPTER IV 


MORRIS AND POLK FAMILIES 


The Morris family was quite a large one in Delaware and 
Maryland and of them residing in Sussex County, Delaware, 
it was the latter branch that intermarried with the Polks. 
They were all of original Quaker Stock that came over with . 
Wm. Penn. 

One of the most distinguished patriots of the American 
Revolution was Robert Morris, the Philadelphia: financier and 
millionaire was of the same family. 

I will give the Genealogy of Robert Bruce Polk. 

He was the second son of Sir Robert, the second, of Ire- 
land; was a Captain in Colonel Porter’s regiment, who served 
wader Cromwell. Porter married Madgelene Tasker, young- 
est of the two childrer, of Col. Tasker, a distinguished Chan- 
cellor of Ireland, whose seat was Castle Hill. 

(Moneen, another estate of 600 acres, belonging to Col. Tas- 
ker, lying in the Parish of Lifford, near Strawbane, on the 
River F'oyle, he divided between his two daughters. 

Col. Porter soon died, his wife, Magdalene married Robert 
Pruce Polk. Magdalene was related to the Countess of Morn- 
ington and her sister, Pruderce, aunts to the Duke of Wel- 
lington. 

Captain Robert Burce Polk died 1703-4, as showa by his 
will of May 6, 1699; probated June 5, 1703-4 on record Anna- 
polis, Maryland, in Arundel County. Captain Robert Bruce 
Polk came with his family to Maryland about 1672. 

Robert and Magdalene’s family—the names of the children 
were: John, William, Ephrian, James, Robert, Martha, Anna, 
and Joseph, the latter, my ancestor. Joseph was their young- 
est son, and inherited ‘“Moneen” ir Ireland. He was born. in 
1681; died at his home 1752, in Dorchester County, Maryland, 
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(America.) Joseph was married twice:—Miss Wright.— 
Children—Robert and Ann. After Joseph’s death, Ann (my 
ancestor) married Daniel Morris, Jr., son of Daniel, Sr. 

Ann Polk Morris died in June 1816, near Pains Depot, Scott 
County, Kentucky, and was buried beside her husband,(who 
died in 1806.) in the Morris family graveyard. 

Dan, Jr. was in charge of supplies for the Revolutionary 
War, under Washington. This would entitle his descend- 
ants to belong to the Patriotic Sons of America and the D. 
A. R. If any of our ancestors came over from England in 
the same ship with William Penn, we are entitled to belong 
to “The Welfare Society,’ which is considered the great- 
est honor of any patriotic Society. 


WILL OF JOSEPH POLK 
(My Ancestor) 
Dated September 12, 1751; probated June 10, 1725. 


In the name of God, Amen: this twelfin day of Septem- 
ber, Anno Domini, one thousard seven hundred and fifty- 
one, I, Joseph (Pollock) Polk of Dorchester County and Prov- 
ince of Maryland, Planter, being sick and weak of body, but 
of perfect mind and memory, and knowing it is appointed 
for all men to die, do make this my last will and testament. 

First, I commend my soul to Almighty God that gave it 
and my body to be buried in a Christian-like manner at the 
discretion of my executors hereafter named. As _ touching 
such worldly goods wherewith it has pleased God to bless me 
within this world. I give, devise, dispose of the same in 
manner and form following:—Imprimis—TI give and bequeath 
to my well loved son, Robert Pollock, the wester-most end 
of track of land called “Little Goshen,” and likewise a tract 
cf land called “Horsey’s Swamp,” containing one hundred 
acres of land to him and his heirs forever, and in case he 
dies without issue, then to fall to my youngest son, James, 
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Pollock and his heirs forever, upon the condition of him, he 
said James Pollock paying my daughter, Ann Pollock (my 
anzestor) the sum of fifty pounds current money of Mary- 
land in lieu of the land when he shall arrived at the age 
of twenty-eight years of age. I like-wise give and bequeath 
to my son, Robert Pollock, a young negro boy called Sam, 
being in full for his part of my estate. 


Item—I give and bequeath to my well beloved son, Ze- 
phaniah Pollock, easter-most end of a tract of land ealled 
“Little Goshen” to him and his heirs forever, and in case he 
dies wi:hout heirs, then to fall to my ycungest son, James, 
Pollock and his heirs forever. Likewise my will and desire 
is that the tract of land called “Little Goshen", be equally 
divided between my two sons, Robert and Zephaniah Pollock, 
at the discretion of my friend, John Pollock, and in case the 
said easter-most end of “Goshen” should be lost by means 
of a suit of law, then in lieu thereof, I give unto him a yourg 
negro girl, named Fender, but in case he obtains the land, 
then the said negro girl, Fender, to be equally divided among 
my other children, likewise give and bequeath to my son, Ze- 
phaniah Pollock, a gun ix. full for his part of my estate. 


Item—I give and bequeath to my eldest daughter, Ann 
Pollezk, (my ancestor,) a young negro girl named Rose in 
full for her part of my estate. 

Item—I give and bequeath to my son, James Pollock, all 
my smith tools, and the remainder of my estate to equally 
to be d'vided among my other children. 

Item—I likewise leave my beloved wife full, whole execu- 
trix of my last will and testament, my will and desire is that 
my son, Robert Pollock, may dwell with his step-mother till 
he arrives at the age of eighteen or till the day of his mar- 
riave. I do utterly disannul and make void all other wills 
and testaments before this by me in any wise named ratify- 
ing ard confirming this and no other to be my last will ard 
testament. In witness I have here unto set my hand ard 
seal this day and year above written. Joseph Pollock (Sceal.) 
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Signed, sealed, pronounced and declared by the said Jos- 
eph Pollock to be his last will and testament in presence of 
us. Charles Rawlins, Jacob Laton, John J. Neal. (His Mark.) 

On the 10th day of June, Anno Dom, 1752, Charles Raw- 
lins and John J Neal two of the subscribing witnesses to 
the foregoing will being duly and solemnly sworn on the Holy 
Evangles of Almighty God dispose and say that they saw the 
testator Joseph Pollock sign the aforegoing will and heard 
him publish and declare the same to be his last will and 
testament. That at the time of his doing, he was to the best 
of their knowledge and apprehension of sound and dispos- 
ing mind and memory, and that they together with the above 
Jacob Layton, subscribed their respective names.as witness- 
es to the said will in the presence of said testator, and at 
his request, which oath was taken by said witnesses in the 
presence of John Pollock as friend and trustee to the heirs 
at law appointed by the deceased which John Pollock did 
no cbject to the probate of said will. ; 

Jam. Auld 
aD fo, ie. BE As, 


Some of the Pollocks changed their surnames to Polk 
after coming to America, Joseph retained the old form Pol- 
lock. 


In the Maryland land office isa list of twenty-seven grantsof 
land from Lord Baltimore to the Polk family. Two of which 
were to Robert Burce Polk. 


WILL OF ROBERT BRUCE POLK 
(My Ancestor) 
FATHER OF JOSEPH POLK 


In the name of God, Amen: This sixth day of May in the 
year of our Lord 1699. I, Robert Bruce Polk of Somerset 
County in the province of Maryland being of good health and 
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perfect memory at this present, thank be to Almighty God 

for the same, yet knowing the uncertainty of this present 

life and being desirous to settle my affairs do make this 

my last will and testament in manner and form following. 
(Note the spelling and cajijitatization ) 

First and principally, I commend my soul to God who give 
it to me, assuredly, believing that I shall receive full and free 
pardon of all my sins and be saved by the pretious Death 
and Merritts of my Blessed Savior and Redeemer Jesus 
Thrist and my Body to tke Earth from whence it was taken 
to be buried after a decent Christian manner at the direc- 
tion of my Executor here afier named and as _ touching 
such worldly estate as God in his mercy hath bestowed up- 
on me. It is my. will that it be disposed of as hereafter ex- 
pressed. 2ndly I leave to my son Robert Polke a parcel of 
land called Lone Ridge being part of a tract of land called 
Forlone Hope, formerly belonging to Augustine Standforth, 
but now conveyed to me the said land called Long Ridge be- 
ginning a marked pine standing in a slash nex to my said 
Sons House, and from thence runring northeast the num- 
ber of poles specified in the patent soe leaving to my son 
Robert what land belongsto said pattent of the northeast 
side of the said Slash to him the said Robert Polke and his 
heirs forever. 

3rdly I leave to my son David Polke the remainder of the 
above said tract of Land called Forlorne Hope as alo one 
hundred acres of land cailed Polks Folly, bounded as per 
Pattent will appear both said tracts of land to him the sa‘d 
David and his heirs forever. 

4thly I leave to my beloved wife Madgalen Polke my now 
dwelling house an plantation during her natural life as also 
a third of what goods and movables 1 am possed with or 
shall hearafter to the day of my death the said Goods and 
movables to beat her dispcssing at her decease. Another 
third of my Goods and movables I leave to my daughter 
Martha, being it cr much her and her heirs forever, and 
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as for the other third, it is my will it be equally divided be- 
tween my sons: David and Joseph and if it should pleas God 
to Remove me before I purchase a seat of land after my 
son David give unto my son Joseph (my ancestor) four thous- 
and pounds of Tobacco, in lieu of the above said tracks of 
Land left to my son, David and as for what Cattle I have 
given to my son Joseph, they being in his proper mark, it is 
my will that he enjoy and posses the same he and his heirs 
forever, for this boy Christopher must live with Magdalen 
Polke during her lifetime then. 

othly I leave to my son James an Orpan Boy called Chris- 
topher Little, to him the said James and his heirs during the 
time of his Indre—I leave tc my son Ephriam the choice of 
what stear I have or may have at the day of my death. I 
leave to my sons John and William Polke to each of them 
twelve pence. 

I constitute and apnoint my son David Polke and my wife 
Magadalen Polke to ke Executors of this my last Will Codicil— 
I coustitute my sors Ephriam and James Polke to be Exe- 
cutors of this my last will and testament disannulling and 
making voide all former Will or Wills by me made either by 
word or written. 

In witness here of I have hereunto set my hand and seal 
the day and year above written this being altered the eight 
day of August, 1703. Robert Polke. 

Mary O. English. (Seal) 

Richard Knight 

Richard Whittley. 


And I desire that Martha Poocke may have liberty to let 
her cattle run on the plantation until she gets plantation, 
ard as to Sarah Powers, she must have a heifer at her free- 
dom day. Signed, Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
us. Robert Polk 

Richard Whittley, 
Richard Knight. 
Mary O. English. 
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On the back of said Will was thus written Memorandum, 
this 5th day of June the within Will was proved to be the Act 
2 


and Deed of the within named Robert Polke. by the paths of 
Richard Whittley, Richard Knight, 2nd Mary English, be- 
fore—-Peter Dent Depty Com’y. 

Test:—R. McKendree Davis. 

Dept. Register Orphans Cort. 


Anne Arundel County, State of Maryland. Annapolis 
Wills T. B. 1701-3-folios 416-418—Family tradition says that 
Joseph (my ancestor) went to Ireland sold ‘‘“Moneen,” (inher- 
ited from his mother) to his Aunt Barbara Keyes and re- 
turned to Maryland and died in Summerset County, Mary- 
land. ane. 

Joseph also received a grant of land from Lord Baitimore 
as shown by the records of the Colonial Land Office. The 
date of this is November 15, 1738, consisting of ninety acres 
located “On the South side of Wicomico River,” under the 
patent of “Florelone Hopes Addition.” It will be also noticed 
that the date of the grant to him (1738) was about ten 
year after the devise of ‘““Moneen”’ to him under his mother’s 

* Will and this fact goes to prove the likelehood of the tradi- 
; tion that he went to Ireland, sold his land to his Aunt Bar- 
bara Keys and returned to America. 
é Ephriam Polk 3rd grandson of Ephriam ist, (son of Rob- 
; bert Bruce Polk) was a soldier of the Revolution in Col. Wm. 
~ Will’s- Philadelphia regiment, and after the close of the war 
© emigrated to Scott County, Kentucky, from. Delaware in 1793 
' where he died in 1814, after again enlisting to serve under 
Jackson at New Orleans. 

Ephriam Polke 3rd, youngest son of Ephriam 2nd and Mary 
Coverdale was borr in North West Fork Hundred, Sussex 
Ceunty, Delaware, November 24, 1758. Enlisted in Capt. 
Rhodes* Company, September 10, 1877. Ephriam Polk 3rd 
: married Rhoda Morris, born October 27, 1773, died October~ 
$* 22, 1839; was-a daughter of Dan Morris, Jr.,{my ancestor. ) 
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William Harrison Polk was born March 4, 1843. He was 
the author of the “Polk Family and Kinsman.” He lived in 
Lexington, Kentucky and died there. Among the leading 
Colonial families that became related by intermarriage with 
the Polks and Morris of Maryland and Delaware were the 
Manloves, Hayes, Brinckles, Curtis, Bowmans, Coverdales, 
Scorggins, Beswicks, Prunels, Minors, Herings and others. 

John Hufford’s family are decended from Ephriam 3rd and 
Joseph Polk, also Winona Newsom, Cora Belle McCarty and 
Sam L. Newsom. Allen Newsom’s first wife, Amanda White, 
was a decendant of Ephraim III, also of Joseph Polk. I am 
a decendant of Dan Morris, Jr. and his wife Ann Polk Mor- 
ris. 


MAGADALEN POLK’S WILL 
(Wife of Roberti) 


In the name of God, Amen: I, Magdalen Pollock being 
woak and sick of body, yet of perfect mind and memory, 
praise be to the Almighty God to make and ordain this my 
last Will and Testament in merner and form as followeth:— 

First, I give my soul unto the hands of Almighty God, hop- 
ing throuch the merits of my Savior Jesus Christ to receive 
pardon of all my sins and my body, I commit to the Earth 
from vrhich it was taken, to be buried in Christian burial at 
the direction of my Executor hereafter nominated. 

Item-—I give ard bequeath a tract of lard called ‘“Monecen” 
lying in the Kingdom of Ireland in the Saron of Rafo and 
and County of Donegal ard in the Parish of Liford unto my 
son Poseph Pollock, ard to the heirs of his body forever with 
all the rest of my movable Estate and him to be whole Execu- 
tor of this my ijast V/ill and Testament, hereby Revoilkine all 
other Wills and Teztaments by me made by word or writiz-. 

In Testimony where of I se! my hazd and Seal this 7th day 
of April 1726. 

(Seal) Macdalen Polk. 
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Signed, Sealed and delivered in sight and presents of us, 
David Polk, Wm. Pollet, Magadlen Pollet, March 20, 1727. 
Then came David Polk, Wm. Pollet and Magdalen Pollet, sub- 
scribing evidencces to ye within Will, who made oath upon ye 
Holy Evangelist of Almighty God that they see ye within 
named Magdalen Polk, ye Testator, sign and Seal ye within 
instrument as her last Will and Testament and that they 
heard her publish and declare ye same so be ane at ve time 
of ker so doing she was of sound, disposing mind and mem- 
ory. Sworn to before me this day and year above written— 

John Tunstall, Depty Com’y of Somerset Co. 


The Exr. hath not got letter of Administrator on this Es- 
tate nor doth not design. Pr. Geo. Plater, Reg’r, Examined 
Test-Esme Gailey R. W. S. C. 

This will is also recorded at Annapolis in the office of the 
Chief Commisary or Colozial Recorder. 


Jcseph evidently contirued to live with his mother at ‘““White 
Hall” the Manor plantation until her death in 1727. Shortly 
after the death of his mother in 1727, he went to Ireland to 
take charge of his Estate of “Moneen Hall” of 300 acres giv- 
en to him by his mother. After living there nine or ten years 
he sold the estate to his Aunt, Barabara Keys, the Keys were 
Presbyterians. He married twice, the first to Miss Wright of 
Dorchester Co., Md., and had two children by the first wife, 
Robert ard Ann (my ancestor). About two years after her 
father’s death, Ann left the parezt2l home boing married. 


Ann was married December 24, 1754 to Drziel Morris, Jr.. 
born about 1720-25, and died December 24, 1806, he resided 
near the eastern boundry of Dorchester, and close to the Sus- 
sex Co., Del. lize. With Daniel Morris, Jr., her husband and 
cthers of the Morris, Hopkins, Nutter and Polk families, Ann 
emigrated to Kentucky in November 1793. Among the slaves 
she brought was this negro girl ‘‘Rose’” who is called “Old 
Rese” in the Will of Ann’s husband, Dan Morris, Jr.,of rec- 
ord in the Clerk’s offize of Fayette County, Kentucky. This 
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will is dated May 1, 1802 and was probated at Lexington at 
the December Court, 1806. In it he directs that “Old Rose” 
have her choice as to which of his children she should wish 
to live with. 


Ann (Pollock) Morris died in June 1816, near Paynes De- 
pot, Scott County, Kentucky and was buried beside her hus- 
band, Dan Morris Jr. in the Morris family graveyard. By 
those who knew her, Ann (Pollock) Morris is described as a 
large woman, with great energy and individually in matters 
of business. She reared a family of twelve children to ma- 
turity, most of them married and left a numerous progeny in 
Kentucky, Indiana and other central and western states. 


William Morris (my anccestor, also my wife’s) was born 
June 6, 1772 and died 1848; was the ninth child of Daniel 
Merris Jr. and Ann. 


Children of Daniel Morris Jr. and Ann Polk:— 


1. Dan was b. September 18, 17—; died 1806 in Kentucky. 

2. Curtis was b. May 31, 1757; d. 1804. 

3. Rebecca was b. November 2, 1759; unmarried. 

4. Robert was b. August 1761, d. unmarried. 

5. Brinkley was b. September 15, 1763, married, and moved 
to Rush County in the thirties and left decendants. 

6. Mary (Polly) was b. July 2, 1765, and m. John Hopkins. 

7. Ann was b. November 23, 1767, and died unmarried. 

8. John was b. November 26, 1769; d. 1817, m. Miss Lofflin, 
issue William, Thomas, Daniel. 

9. William (my ancestor) was b. June 6, 1772; d. 1848 near 
Paris, Illinois, and buried in Paris Cemetery. He m. Miss 
Beauchamp of Scott County, Kentucky, daughter of Jesse 
Beauchamp, issue, John, Wiiuam, Jackson, Jesse, Nancy, Hetty, 
and Mary. 


John, William, Jackson and Mary (Pop) came to Rush 
County ir the thirties. Jesse and Hetty went with Wm. Mor- 
ris, their father, to Edgar Ccunty, Illnois. 
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10. Rhoda was b. October 27, 1773; m. Ephriam Polk the 
3rd, 1839. 

11. Sarah was b. August 12, 1775; m. Wm. Beauchamp, 
brother of Jesse Beauchamp (father of William Morris’s wife, ) 
of Scott County, Kentucky. 


Dan Morris, Sr., was b. in Kent County, Delaware, 17—, and 
d. about 1785. 


Children of Daniel Sr:— 


1. Dan, Jr. was b. 17—; m. Ann Pollock, (Daughter of 
Joseph Pollock,) December 24, 1754, d. 1896 in Scott: County, 
Kentucky. Ann d. 1815 

2. Hesekiah—Dan. Nathaniel, John and Masten. 

3. Deborad—Comfort, Mary, Clifton and David. 


Children of John Morris and Mary Ann (Miller) Morris. 
She was the daughter of Henry Miller who married a Cannon. 
Henry Miller, died January 1863—age 84 years, 2 months, 23 
davs. 

John Senior, b. 1799; d. 1883—age 83 years, 8 months and 
15 days. 


~ Children :— 

1.Mary Ann, m. Pr. Selman of Rushville, did not live 
long. 

2. Henry m. Louisa Smelser. Children—America, Aman- 
da, Molly, Fannie, Grace, Harvey and Ed. America m. Black. 
Amarda m. Hi. Wasson. Grace m. 

3. Theodore, m. Sarah Beaman. Children:—Ed, Mary, 
Belle, Charley, Ollie, Frank and Dollie. 

4, Ellen (Morris) Magee, m. Wm. Magee. Children—John, 
Deen, Mary, Martha, Alice, Henry, Homer, Will and Jesse. 

5. Melissa, m. Boon Smelser.—Children:—Mary-Ellen 
Marshal, Harvey, Martha, Fannie, Laura, John Lou, Ed and 
Bert. 

6. Curtis Morris m. Rebecca McMillen, daughter of John Mc- 
Miller, who m. Mary Ann Jennings, daughter of Elkanah 
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Jennings, of Bourbon County, Kentucky. 

John McMillen was 60 years, 6 months, and 27 days old. 
Children of Curtis Morris and Rebecca. Claud, m. Vina 
Children—1. Earl—2. John M., m. Laura Knotts. One child— 
Lulu. 3. Florence Ann, b. February 2, 1859; m. Ed. D. 
Retherford, b. January 6, 1859. Children—Carl Alermon, b. 
January 11, 1885; d. November 17, 1929, Byron Whittier, b. 
March 28, 1887, Hallie May, b. May 1, 1889, Miriam, b. Octo- 
ber 30, 1893, Lee Morris, b. January 5, 1897, Morjorie E., b, 
December 28, 1898. 

7. James Morris, m. Mary Ann Beabout. Children— 
Albert, Robert, Lillie, Ida, Minnie, John, Tom and Guy. 

8. John, m. Elisa Coffin. Children—Dora and Lola. 2nd 
wife, Emma—ore child—Albert. 

9. Oliver Morris, m. Mary Catherine Retherford. Chil- 
dren—wWilliam, Laura, Alice, Charley and Ollie. 

10. Wm. Morris Jr. 2nd. son of Wm. Sr. I1st., m. Polly 
Wolfe. Children—Elizabeth, m. Jack Waddell. Permelia 
and Pauline never married. William 3rd, m. twice: 1st 
Miller: 2nd. Hunt. 

11. Hettie Morris, my grandmother m. Edward D. Min- 
or, son of Col. Gidean Minor, whose father, Oliver Minor, Rev. 
and soldier. See names of children elsewhere. 

12. Mary (Pop) m. Sabert Offutt. Children—Mary Jane, 
m. Absolon Megee. George Offutt, son of Sabert Offutt Sr. 
and Mary (Pop) Morris, daughter of William Sen. 

Samantha, m. George Carr., first husband. Children—Alma 


and Elbert. Second husband—wWilse Barringer. One child— 
Auda. 


George Offutt’s family, son of Sabert, wife of Jcsophene 
Beckner, daughter of Jerry Beckner. 

Children of George Offutt :-— 

1. Sabert Offutt Jr. m. Mag. Junken. 

2. Murley Offutt, m. John Nelson. One child—Denning. 

3. Jerry Offutt, m. ° 

4. Ollie Offutt, m. 


Hackleman:—Two boys. 
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5. Mary Offutt, m. Fred Winsh’p. One son. 
6. Charley Offutt, m. 


Absolom and Mary Jane Megee’s children were—George, 
Oliver, Amanda, Absolom, Frank, Edwin, Katie, Mary and 
Josie. 


James Offutt, m. Margaret Powers. One child—Jode. 

John Offutt, m. Gordon. One child, Frank Offutt. 

Louis Offutt, m. Sallie Lower. 

Rebecca Offutt, m. Jack Matlock. Two children. 

Jackson Morris, son of Wm. Senior, married Sarah, killed in 
Civil War. ; 


Jesse Morris, youngest child of William Morris, Senior and 
Mary Beauchamp. Children—-George Morris, never married. 
Thomas Morris, unknown. Amanda Morris, Vorhees, 
Martha, m. Perishaw. Sallie, m. Vorhees. 


William Morris, my great-grandfather, son of Daniel Jr. 
and Ann Polk Morris, came from Fayette County, Kentucky 
in 1824 to Rush County; bought a farm in Hancock County, 
two miles northeast of Morristown near the Shelby-Hancock 
line. The house he built is still standing, but in a delapida- 
ted condition. He called it “The Mansion.” 


His son, Wm. 2nd, afterwards owned this farm and his 
children Permelia, Pauline and William the 3rd, owned it un- 
til their death. All of his (Wm. Sr.) children came to Rush 
County later, and he gave them all farms. Wm. Sr. and his 
wife separated. She lived with her oldest son. John Morris, 
first farm north of Rushville, and her daughter, wife of Sa- 
bert Offutt, six miles northeast of Rushville in Posey Town- 
ship, and is buried in a graveyard on his farm. 

With two of his children he went to Edgar County, Illizois, 
bought a farm for each of his children, Jesse and Hetty. He 
died there in 1848 and is buried there in the Paris Cemetery 
on his grandson’s, George Morris’s lot. 


Robert Morris was the wealthiest man in the Colonies in 
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the time of the Revolution. He was a close friend of Wash- 
ington and contributed of his wealth to finance the Revolu- 
tion. His wealth was estimated to be $8,000,000. He was a 
ship-owner. One of the signers of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, a signer of the thirteen Articles of Confederation, 
and helped frame the Constitution cf the United States. 


Mary White (who married Robert Morris, the distinguished 
Philadelphia financier and patriot of the Revolution, who sac- 
rificed his large forture to the needs of Washington’s ragged 
aid starving soldiers at Valley Forge, and died in poverty 
himself as a result of his sacrifice) was the granddaughter of 
Dr. John White, and daughter of Col. Thomas White. 


The White family which intermarried with the Polk and 
Morris families of Sussex County, Delaware, came from Eng- 
lend. The first one of the name being Dr. John White, said 
to have been from Durham County, England. Dr. White was 
a single man when he came and entered the medical practice 
in Sussex County, Delaware, and adjcining sections of Mary- 
land. 


From tradition it appears he had decided before leaving 
England on marriage to an attractive young lady, daughter 
of wealthy parents, her first name was Elizabeth. Elizabeth 
was so much smitten with the Dr., that she ran away from 
home to an English seaport, took passage on a ship, and came 
tc America to meet her lover. Shortly after her arrival they 
were united in marriage. Sometime after their marriage a 
shin arrived from her family in England, ladden with goods 
and household effects consigned to her and her husband. 

Col. Thomas White, son of Dr. John White was the father 
of Judge Samuel White; U. S. Senator, Bishop White cf 
Penrsylvania, and Mary White, who married Robert Morris. 

Robert Morris invested very largely in public lands, formed 
a great lard company, and was ultimately swindled ou: of all 
his holdings. He was also a large ship owner. Under the 
statutory English law of imprisoment for debt, which then 
exis‘ed in the Colonies, he served in prison for three azd one- 
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half years, his faithful wife spending much of her time with 
him in his confinement. He survived his imprisonment five 
years, and his wife survived him twenty-one years. 

To Mrs. Morris was first given the title “First Lady of the 
Land.” 

The appointment of Mr. Morris as Superintendent of Fi- 
nance, with his wealth and social distinction made his home 


_ the center of all the aminity and civility of the days, and as 


hostess, Mrs. Morris shone preeminent. The Marquis de 
Chastellux, The Abbie Robin, Citizen Mazzei, the Prince de 
Broglic. the Chevalier de la Luzerne, and others, have each 
recorded some agreeable memory of Mrs. Morris. Washing- 
ton on more than one occasion made her house his home. 

When Mrs. Washington journeyed from Mt. Vernon to 
New York, after the inauguration of the first President, she 
stopped in Philadelphia and took Mrs. Morris with her, in 
her carriage to New York and at the first levee Mrs. Morris 
was given the place of honor on the right of the President’s 
wife, a distinction always accorded her at public functions 
during Washingston’s administration. When the Capital was 
removed to Philadelphia it was Mrs. Morris’ home that was 
given up for the Presidents dwelling. 
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CHAPTER V 


Family Record of My Wife’s Father and Mother and 
Brothers and Sisters 


Wm. Curtis Morris b. June 21, 1831; m. 1853; d. July 1 
1904. 

Rebecca MeMillin, b. 1837; m. 1853; d. July 2, 1908. 

Children:—Claudius H., b. November 16, 1855; m. Vina 
Varney. d. 19 Children—Earl—m.——. 


John C. Morris, b. April 14, 1857; d. 1913. Children—Lulu. 

Florence Ann Morris, b. February 2, 1859: m. Sentember 19, 
1883, to Ed. D. Retherford. Celebrated opi wedding, Sen- 
tember 19, 1933. 

Osmer Morris, b. 1861—8 days old. 

Mabel Morris, b. March 1863; m. Oliver Carey; d. 1917. 
One child—Nelle. 

Oscar Morris, b. April 1865; m. Hattie Armstrong. Chil- 
dren 1. Paul, 2. Myron, din World War) 3. Marjorie. 

Ida Morris, b. June 30, 1867; d. 1922. Children—Don and 
Guy. 

Florence Morris Retherford was a grazddaughter of Jchn 
Morris, who died in 1883, in Rushville, and a ereat-crand- 
daughter of William Morris of Edgar County, I'linois. Our 
Lines converge in William Morris on the Morris side, and 02 
Ann Polk, wife of Daniel Jr. Morris, on the Polk side. 

She was also a granddaughter of John McMillen ard wif 
Mary Ann Jennings, who came from Bourbon County. Ken- 
tucky, and settled in Rush County, two miles north of Rush- 
ville. 
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John McMillen’s wife was a daughter of Elkanah Jennings 
of Bourbon County, Kentucky. 

John Morris and John McMillen were at the time of their 
deaths among the largest land-owners in Rush County. 

Ed D. Retherford and his wife, Florence, were both born 
in Rush County, one mile north of Rushville, and graduated 
in the Rushville High School in 1876 and 1877. They both 
taught school in Rush County for a number of years. 

We live at the present time in Center Township, Rush 
County, own 223 acres of land, an up-to-date modern house, 
with every convenience of a city dwelling. We are parents of 
six children, three boys and three girls, seven grandsons and 
six granddaughters, one great-granddaughter, living. 

Our daughters all taught school in the grades and high 
school. Hallie the oldest taught music and art. She gradu- 
ated in the Carthage High School, and attended the John 
Herron Art Institute at Indianapolis and at Cincinnati. 
Miriam graduated from the Carthage High School; has a di- 
ploma from the University of Illinois, at Urbana; also attend- 
ed Purdue at Lafayette, Indiana; she ccmpleted her course at 
Duqusne University of Pittsburg, where she received a Mas- 
ter’s Degree. She is now teaching in the High Szhool at 
Pittsburg, Pa., which position she has held for three years. 

Marjorie is a graduate of Butler College, class of 1924. 

Lee and Marjorie graduated in the Rushville High School. 

My grandfather, David Retherford, and Elizabeth his wife 
were Charter members of the Rushville Christian Church. 

My father, Levi Retherford, and mother, Nancy E. Rether- 
ford, were also members of that congregation. They were 
the oldest in time of membership and age at the time of their 
deaths, 1924-1926. They lived together 67 years, 4 months, 
19 days. 

Ed. D. Retherford and wife Florence, are members of the 
Carthage Christian Church. All of our six children and four 
of our grandchildren are members of the Christian Church. 


EDWARD D. RETHERFORD 
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Education must raise the child to the intellectual level of 
the race, by endowing it with this intellectual heritage.” 
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“Bach generation inherits from its predescessors innum- 
erable systems of judgements, which represent years, perhaps 
centuries, of selection, and elimination. 

—Unknown. 
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OBITUARY OF LEVI R. RETHERFORD 


Levi R. Retherford died at the residence of his daughter, 
Mrs. Laura Jones, in Rushville, Indiana, March 8, 1924, age 
89 years, 1 month, 12 days. 

He was born in Bourbon County, Kentucky, January 26, 
1835. He was the oldest child of David and Elizabeth Hall 
Retherford. 

To him and wife were born seven children, five of whom 
are living. Their names in order of their births are as fol- 
lows:—Laura Jones, Ed. D. Retherford, Robison Retherford, 
(deceased), Hetty Sutton, (deceased), Jesse Retherford, Fer- 
dinand Retherford, and Nelle Brown. He is also survived by 
his widow, ten grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren, 
one sister, Mrs. Ann Elizabeth Woods of Muncie also sur- 
vives. 

His parents emigrated from Bourbon County, Kentucky in 
the fall of 1836 to Decatur County, Indiana, and removed 
from there to Rush County in the spring of 1837. He was 
married to Nancy Elizabeth Minor of Rushville, Indiana, Octo- 
ber 19, 1856. 

The incidents of their lives were such as fell to the earlv 
settlers of that period. His wife was born near Paris, Illinois, 
June 22, 1839, and came to Rush County, when nine years 
old; completing a married life of 67 years, 4 months, 19 days. 

They probably had lived together longer than any other 
couple in Rush County. He moved from his farm near the 


_ corporate limits of Rushville, Indiana in 1902, and had made 


this city his residence from that time. 

He and his wife united with the Christian Church in Rush- 
ville, during the ministry of Daniel Franklin in 1857. At 
the time of his death, they were the oldest members of that 
congregation. 

His father and mother were charter members of the local 
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Christian Church. They had previously been members of 
the Concord Church. 

He had been a continuous subscriber and reader of the 
Christian Standard, almost from its begining, a regular at- 
tendant at Church and Sunday School and a constant reader 
of the Bible, thus being well grounded in the tenets of the 
Christian Faith. 

We sorrow not as those who have no hope to meet again. 
We renew our vows to so live that when the death summons 
comes to us, that we may be ready to join the loved ones 
who have gone before. 

Edward D. Retherford. 


OBITUARY OF NANCY ELIZABETH MINOR 


Nancv Elizabeth Minor, daughter of Edward D. Minor, and 
Hetty Morris Minor, wife of the late Levi Retherford of Rush- 
ville, Indiana, was born near Paris, Illinois, June 22, 1839, 
denarted this life January 39, 1926, aged 86 years, 7 months, 
8 days. 

She was the fourth of seven children, all of whon have 
p2ssed on before. She had the misfortune of losing her moth- 
cr when she was but seven years of age. 

She came to Rush County two years later. She was mar- 
ried to Levi Retherford October 19, 1856. To this union were 
born seven children, all of whom arrived at maturity and 
married. Two are deceased. Hetty, wife of Emery Sutton, 
who died July 6, 1887, and Robison, husband of Delilah Kel- 
ly, vyho died February 4, 1911. 

After the death of her companion who departed this life 
March 8, 1924, she was tenderly and lovingly cared for by 
her daughter, Mrs. Laura Jones. These were two long years 
of sufferins and sorrow. 

She was the oldest member of the Rushville Christian 
Church at the time of her death. She and her husband, Levi 
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on enpeatre 


‘Retherford, united with that congregation soon after their 
marriage before any of their children were born, thus build- 
-ing on a divine forrdation for a Christian life and the rearing 
of a family. 
‘ She-was a faithful wife and devoted mother and helpful 
§ friend in all the relations of life. 
‘ We commit her body to the ground, and her soul to God, 
who gave it, to aweit the Resurrection morn. 

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from Hence- 
forth; Yea-Saith the Spirit that they must rest from their 
labors and their works do follow them.” 


MOTHER 


God sent the birds and sunshine 

To gladden all the world. 

He sent the foliage and flowers 

In radiance unfurled. 

He sent the June, the stars, the moon 

The pearly dewdrops sweet. 

And then he sent you, Mother Dear, to make it all complete.” 


Edward D. Retherford. 
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